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The Border Area



Afghanistan and Pakistan



A Gateway to India



Afghanistan and Pakistan



Opium Production



Who lives in Afghanistan?



Trans-Border Ethnic Groups
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Who are the Pakistanis?



Endemic Poverty

Total Population
• Pakistan 176,243,000        
Median Age
• Pakistan 20.8 years
Birthrate
• Pakistan 28.35 per 1000 
Infant mortality

• Afghanistan 33,607,000  

• Afghanistan 17.6 years

• Afghanistan 45.82 per 1000

• Afghanistan 151.85  / 1000
Infant mortality
• Pakistan 65.14 / 1000 births
Life expectancy at birth
• Pakistan 64.5 years
Literacy Rate
• Pakistan total 49.9%,
Male 63%, Female 36% (2005 est.)
GDP per capita ( PPP)
• Pakistan $2600 / year 

• Afghanistan 151.85  / 1000

• Afghanistan 44.6 years

• Afghanistan total: 28.1%, 
Male 43.1%, Female 12.6 (2000 est.)

• Afghanistan $800 / year (2008 
est. 



Plus

An economic meltdown

• Loans from the IMF keep Pakistan afloat 
• Afghanistan depends on Drug trafficking and • Afghanistan depends on Drug trafficking and 

international aid 
• Infrastructure is being ignored 
• Prices for food and fuel are going up   
• Shortages in goods are increasing 
• Global recession



Winner Take All Politics

Key Political Players
1. Army – has ruled Pakistan three times
2. PPP – Benazir Bhutto, now Asif Zardari
3. PML-N – Nawaz Sharif3. PML-N – Nawaz Sharif
4. Lawyers –Judges and Lawyers
5. MMA – Islamist parties
6. Islamic Militants – Taliban & Kashmiri



The Face of the Taliban



What is the threat of the Taliban ?

• Supply 90% of illegal opiates
• Human rights / women’s rights violations
• Destabilize the region

– Pakistan – Pakistan 
– Central Asia 

• Draw in India or Iran 
• Influence or train militants from the West



What can we do about the Taliban 
and Al Qaeda?

Military solution
Divide and conquer

Economic developmentEconomic development
Diplomatic isolation

Cut off funds



Military Solution in Afghanistan?

• Xenophobia unites the Afghans
• Terrain is very difficult
• Never conquered by outsiders
• Large and well-armed population • Large and well-armed population 
• Military technology � collateral damage

– Tribal loyalties demand retaliation 

• Re-supply routes are long and difficult
• No reliable partners in Afghan or Pakistan



Many Obstacles

No reliable partners in the region
1. Afghanistan gov’t is corrupt and irrelevant
2. Pakistan gov’t ineffective and too partisan
3. Kyrgyzstan closing Manas Air base
4. Tajikistan and Uzbekistan unwilling4. Tajikistan and Uzbekistan unwilling
5. Iran is hostile 
6. India would add fuel to fire
Difficult, mountainous terrain
Long supply lines
Distrust of the U.S., an “unreliable ally” 



Divide and Conquer

Leaders seek legitimacy, reject interference
Political reconciliation
Many fighters are young and unemployed 
Offer them jobs, i.e., outbid the TalibanOffer them jobs, i.e., outbid the Taliban
Most Taliban are poor farmers
Improve rural economy
Many are illiterate and uneducated
Improve education



Economic Development

• Build infrastructure 
> Roads 
> Dams : water management / energy
> Electrification > Electrification 
> Industry

• Reconstruction Opportunity Zones
• Alternative crops / orchards
• Crack down on corruption
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The Taliban


